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succeed   his   father.    That means  a by-election in
Camberwell.

BEGONIA. Yes; and the Conservatives want me to
stand.

BOTH GENTLEMEN.   What!!!

BEGONIA. Dont you think I ought to? I have been a
lot in the papers lately. It's six hundred a year for me
if I get in. I shall be the patriotic candidate; and the
Labor vote will be a split vote; for the Communists are
putting up a candidate against the Labor man; and the
Liberals are contesting the seat as well. It will be
just a walk-over for me.

SIR o. But my nephew is the Government candi-
date. Has he not told you so?

BEGONIA. Ohj thats quite all right. He has with-
drawn and proposed me. He'll pay my election ex-
penses.

SIR o. I thought he was in Singapore.

BEGONIA. So he is. It's all been done by cable. Ive
just this minute heard it. You see, dear Billikins is not
very bright; and he'd better not be here to muddle
everything up. [She siti\,

SIR o. But will his committee accept you?

BEGONIA, Only too glad to get a candidate that will
do them credit. You see, no matter how carefully they
coached Bill for the public meetings he made the most
awful exhibition of himself. And he knew it, poor
lambj and would never have gone in for it if his mother
hadnt made him.

SIR o. And do you think you will be able to make
a better impression at the meetings? You are not a
politician, are you?
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